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Sepoy Mutiny
(On the completion of one hundred and fifty years)

The Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 isotherwise known
astheFirst Indian War of Independenceto free
Mother Indiafromtheyoke of Englishrace. Each
and every student, professors and presently dive
freedomfighterscannot forget that thisyear 2006,
one hundredfifty years of completion of Sepoy
Mutiny iscelebrated acrossthelength and breadth
of our motherland. In the last month (July), a
preparaory committee under the chairmanship of
Hon'ble Prime Minister has been congtituted for
itscelebrationinagrand manner.

It may berecalled that on29th March 1857
at Barrackpur, which is 16 miles away from
Cdcutta, Mangd Pande brokethelinesand called
upon his comrades to strike a blow for their
religion. In the succeeding weeks and months,
there were repeated apprehension of outbreak
of revolt at Calcutta, and the Europeanswerein
a state of prolonged panic. Outside Calcultta,
therewererisings and alarmin many places, for
example Birbhum, Bankura, Jaspura,
Krishnagava, Malda, Dacca, Faridpur,
Bakargang, Tipperah, Syehet, Chittagond, Khos
and Jaintiahills.

The sun of independence of I ndiawas set
in 1757, when Nawab Sirgj-Udaullah became a

martyr inthebattle of Plassey in 1757 inthe bullet
of Lord Clivedueto theblatant treachery made
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by Mir-Jafar. Thenfor the Britons, it was 'Rule
Britannia Rul€e'. 1t took another 100 years till
1857, and the Britishers became successful in
annexing many provincesin their conqured map
and by their diplomatic policy of Divideand Rule.

But thereason of outbreak of First Indian
War of Independencewasthe greased cartridge.
The part played by the greased cartridge in
bringing about therevolt isunduly exaggerated,
some eminent historiansopine. Major Buntein,
commanding the department of musketry at Dum
Dum, tedtified that eventhough theIndian soldiers
were greatly agitated about the greased
cartridges, when he paraded them, at least two-
thirds of the attachment immediately stepped to
thefront, including all the native commissioned
officers. Inamanner perfectly respectful, they
digtinctly stated their objectionsto themethod of
preparing cartridgesfor the new rifled market.
General law, member of the supreme council,
writing about the irregular infantry of Oudh,
stated : "It appearsto me, that probably themain
body of this regiment in refusing to bite these
cartridges, did so, not fromany feding of didoyaty
or disaffection towardsthe Government or their
officers, but for asincere dread that the act of
biting themwould involve aseriousinury to their
caste and to their future respectibility.”
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But the greased cartridge was only one
among thenumerousgrievancesof thesepoy. Its
introduction added to his apprehensions and
aggravated hisexitence. But thefact isthat inthe
conditionsprevailing then, thenorma gateof the
Bengal Army was mutiny. How could it be
otherwise ?Indian Sepoy wasapure mercenary.
He joined the army partly because of his caste
traditions and partly because the Indian armies,
which had provided himwith hislivinginthe pad,
has ceased to exist and the company offered him
regular pay and pension, and aperfectiontowhich
hewas accustomed. Victoriesof the company's
Army gave himafeeling of salf-importance and
in the early days he was treated on terms of
equality whichtended to evoke senseof persond
loyalty and camaraderie. With changes in the
systemthe stuation changed for theworse and
estrangement grew between the europeans and
thelndia

The pride of the Indians was wounded.
Royal familieswere humiliated. The nobility was
divested of influence. The peoplelay prostrate
beforethemight of theforeigner. Theancient sets
of power were in ruins, the ancient ways and
mannersall ineclipse. New menof another race,
wheninrdigion, language, culture, lorded over
the sons of the soil and heaped contempt upon
them, isit surprising that boththecivilian andthe
soldierswereexasperated and ready to take up
armsagaing theforeignruler ?Thetimewasripe
for rebellion.

Foreignruleby itsvery natureisrepugnant
to aconquered people. TheBritishwere aware
of it. Sir John Shore had redlised it, whenhewrote,
"whatever may bethe bendfit of the British sysem
of government, the evil of foreign domination
counter balances al this benefits. Macauly had
said, "The heaviest of all yokeswasthe yoke of
thestronger.” The government of the people by
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it self hasameaning and aredlity, but suchathing
as government by one people over another does
not exist. One people may keep another as a
preservefor itsown use, aplaceto make money
inahuman cattlefarm, to work for the profit of
itsinhabitants, but if the good of the governedis
the proper businessof agovernment, it isutterly
impossiblethat apeople should directly attend to
it.

Eminet political philosopher Wendell
Phillipshasaptly said, "Revolutionsarenot mede.
They come, yesthey come; when timeisripe, it
comes." Sothecausesof revolutionof 1857 were
numerous and requires adetailed study. But the
synopsisisgiven below.

By thetimeDdhouserdinquished thereins
of office, the Britishdominion inIndiahad reached
its natural limits. From the west to the east, it
extended fromIndusto Irrawaddy, and fromthe
north to the south and fromthe Himalaysto the
Indian ocean. Over these vast conquered
territoriesthe Britishimperial geniusbuilt up a
system of government which served a dual
purpose. Onthe onehand, it ended the anarchy
which prevailed in the country in the eighteenth
century, established peace and security of lifeand
property, and created conditionsfor the politica
unification of thelndian people. Ontheother hand,
the British secured for themselves an empire
unequaled in extent, wedth and resourceswhich
gavetheir small island kingdom of Britain, the
hegemony of theworld. The adventurewhich hed
commenced inthe sixteenth century, under the
mercantileforcesfor the achievement of wedth
and power, had at last culminated in success
unparalldled inhistory.

Thisextraordinary phenomenon had three
phases. In its first phase, the East India
Company's activitieswere confined to trade; in
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the second phase, the company entered into
armed corflict withits Europeanrivals, etablished
itstrade monopoly and acquired political influence.
Inthethird phase, which began with the battle of
Plassey, the company combined commercewith
conquest and in both achieved success beyond
itsdreams.

The character of the upheaval according
to the British historians, the out break of 1857
wasamutiny. Thefashion, infact was originally
set by the government of the day for the then
Secretary of state for India, Earl Stanley while
reporting the events of 1857 to the parliament
used theterm mutiny. Most Englishwriterson
the subject followed hislead. Thusit was that
CharlesBdl, G.W. Forest, T.R. Holmes, M Innes,
JW. Kaye, G.F. Macmunin, G.T.. Malleson,
C.T. Metcalfa, Earl Robertsand other used the
term "'mutiny’ to describe the upheaval.

Bahadur Shah, inthemanifesto whichwas
issued on 25th August says, "It iswell knownto
all, that in this age of the people of Hindustan,
both Hindusand Muhammedans arebeing ruined
under thetyranny and oppresion of theinfidd and
trecherous English” and then hegoesinto explain
the fivemain heads of accusationsasfollows (i)
concerning zamindars (ii) concerning merchants
(i) concerning public servants (iv) concerning
artisans and concerning pandits, maulavis and
other learned persons.

Heasserted "the Panditsand Maulavisare
the guardians of the Hindus and M uhammedan
religions respectively and Europeans are the
enemiesof both and therefore, they arebound to
taketheir shareinthe holy war."

The proclamation drawsattention to the
politica and economic evilsof the British ruleand
shows that the sufferings of the upper classes-
Land lords, higher grades of merchants, civil and
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military officials and Hindu and Muslim learned
men werethe main cause of the Revolt.

Nana Sahibe addressed letters to the
emperor of France which corroborates the
charges enumerated by Bahadur Shah. Among
the inequities of the English Government, he
mentions, "the annexation of the Maratha
Dominica by falsehood and deceit, the
discontinuance of the pension promised to Baji
Rao Il and hisheirs, the overthrow of thelndian
Rulersby stratagem and political machinations;
the establishment of courts which ruined
propertied menby the heavy expensesof litigation
and the promulgation of lawscontrary to their
sacred codes and offensive to their religious
sentiments, the levy of heavy taxes on the
proprietors of land and custom duties on the
productsof their fields, the arbitrary proceedings
by which more than 200 princesbecame victims
of their manoeuvres, theviolation of trestiesand
promises medeto the Rgaof Nagpur, the plunder
of his palaceand the sale of previousarticlesby
auctions, theignominy heaped upon the emperor
of Delhi and theruling chiefs of the Deccan, and
Sind, the dethroning of Dalip Singh, the minor
successor of MaharjaRanjit Singh, the deposition
of theking of Oudhinviolation of thetreatiesand
engagements, the dishonouring of women andthe
destruction of temples and mosques, the
interference with the Hindu custom of adoption
of sati, the resumption of endowments madefor
the support of temples and charitable
establishments, and aboveall the planto corrupt
thereligiousritesand customsof the Indians, so
that the sepoys cried out with one voice; it is
through usthat the English haveconquered dl the
countriesin Hindustan, for what havetheir soldiers
done?'

Isit in order to lose our religion and our
ritesthat we sacrified our livesand our existance ?
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Weshall continueto fight till our strengthistotaly
exhausted and so long as a single individual
remains, aive, NanaSahib sumup thetaleinone
sentence. Theact of injustice and perjury of the
English Government blazein al sdesliketherays
of sum.

Situation of Jhans

Bundelkhand had been a port of Maratha
dominion. It included Jhansi and Bunda, both
under Maratha princes. Ganyadhar Rao of Jhans
died without an heir, and Delhousie in
contravention of thetreaty of 1817 annexed the
principality. The widowed Rani, Laksmi Bai,
remongrated without effort. Fedingswerefurther
embittered whenthe grantsto thetempleswere
sopped. Fragrationled to adesperation. OnJune
4, thesepoysincited by LaxmanRao, aBrahmin
inthe service of the Rani Begamto hurl defiance
at their officers and committed violence and
murder. The Rani was proclaimed the head of
the state. She provided a spirited lead to the
rebels and fought heroically against the British
forces, meeting her death at battlefield.

The Nawab of Bunda a scion of the
Peshwas and house threw his lot with the
revolutionairesand lost hisestate.

It spread likeawild firein Uttar Pradesh
(then known as the North-Western provinces)
and oudh. The spirit of rebellionwasmost fierce.
Thiswasthe homeland of the sepoys, theregion
which congitutedthe heart of theMughd empire.

Here werethe holy places of the Hindus
and their famous centres of ancient and medieva
culture - Delhi, Agra, Lucknow, Mathura,
Ayodhya, Prayag and Banaras.

MEERUT - The out break in Meerut on
May 10, 1857, was the signal for a generd
uprising all over the province. It also spead to
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Kanpur, Banaras, Oudh and Lucknow, Pang,
Sind and Rgagtan. It also spead to central Indian
provinces like, Bihar, Chotnagpur and Rgputana
then soread to Maharashtraand therewererising
in Hyderabad, Madras, Assam and Orissa

TheOrissaconditionwere different. After
itsannexation by Britishin 1803, two third of the
Oriyazamindarswere completely wipedout and
repeated by Bengali Zamindar. The Minister of
MukundaDevalll of Khurdawasthefirst Oriya
patriot. " Jayee Rgguru wasthefirst Oriyapatriot
and became martyr in 1805. Just before the
decades of Sepoy mutiny, in Orissa Buxi
Jagabandhu Vidyadhar of Khurdahad started a
rebellionin 1817. For decades, Orissahas been
in turmoil as the chiefs of Goomsar, Baud and
Angul defied the suzerenity of the British. The
Khords, an aboriginal tribe, who inhabited the
region were another aggrieved factor.

Intheyear 1857, the dissatisfied elements
joined handsand trouble began. The princes of
Sambalpur, Surendra Sahi and Ugga Sahi, who
had been held as prisonersinthe Hazaribagh Jail,
were rescued by the rebel, took the lead. The
flag of rebellion was hoisted and the authority of
the British challenged. Thewhole countryinthe
neighbourhood of Sambalpur passed temporarily
into herdsof theinsurgentsand it wasnot till 1862
that Surendra Sahi surrendered and wasdeported.
Eventhentheland lords petitioned thegovernment
to restrore himto gaddi.

In the Zamindaris of Parlakhemudi, the
savarsand other aboriginal tribes of Ganjam led
by RadhakrushnaDandasanaroseinrebelion.
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